September 6, 2022

The Honorable Doug Ducey
Governor, State of Arizona

Arizona Capitol

1700 W. Washington Street — 9" Floor
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re: Fixing the Aggregate Expenditure Limit (AEL)
Governor Ducey:

As the superintendents for traditional community school districts in the Great State of Arizona, we are
writing this letter to thank you for your efforts to pass the recent state budget. Your support of an increase
to public education is very much appreciated. Your leadership in creating a budget that provided for local
control, an increase to the base support level, increases in funding for our most vulnerable populations,
increases in funding for school safety and funding for upgrades to school district infrastructure is making a
positive difference for our students, staff and local community.

The purpose of this letter is to request the last step presented to you and the Legislature this past Spring,
be addressed. We respectfully request this final step be addressed by you through a call for a special
session to fix the Aggregate Expenditure Limit (AEL) issue facing traditional community school districts.

The passage of the state budget has positioned our school districts to implement some of the following:

e Across the state, many certified teachers received significant pay raises. This has resulted in
many districts starting and average salaries becoming competitive.

e In anticipation of the minimum wage increase, many school districts will use these funds to
increase support staff pay at minimum to comply with the legal required increase.

e Dedicated funding for the completion of capital projects that will address district infrastructure,
including broadband.

e Continued work to increase school safety through capital projects and additional SROs.

We respectfully ask that a special session be called prior to the general election with the purpose of
fixing the AEL. Specifically we would ask that the AEL be lifted for one more year. The legislature
should provide schools relief from the AEL until voters reset the AEL.

The current estimated impact to the school districts if an AEL fix is not enacted, would be a budgetary cut
in excess of $1.3 billion. As some of the largest employers in our respective communities these cuts
would devastate our local economies and the families in our communities, not to mention the aggregate
effect on the State economy.

Our goal as K-12 educational leaders is to work with you and the Legislature to ensure that the Arizona
economy remains strong and workforce development remains a major focus in the state. This funding
was allocated and passed by the Legislature, and subsequently developed into and adopted as a budget
by school boards. Addressing the AEL will help K-12 public education continue to support the strong



economic growth in Arizona, use the state budget to address key educational challenges, and promote
student achievement, through the implementation of school district budgets.

In closing, your passage of the recent state budget is very much appreciated. This demonstrates a desire
by our state to invest in public education which will build and support a strong economy. Please feel free
to reach out to us regarding the positive impact of the state budget on our school districts and the
potential negative impact on our districts if the AEL issue is not addressed. We are ready and committed
to work with you and the Legislature in a bipartisan manner to fix the K-12 public education AEL issue.

Respectfully submitted,
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Mr. Matthew Petersen, Thatcher USD
Ms. Nora Ulloa, Fowler ESD

Mr. Jeff Gregorich, Hayden Winkelman USD
Dr. Michael Wright, Blue Ridge USD
Ms. Kristin Turner, Paloma ESD

Mr. Peter Dwyer, Red Rock ESD

Ms. Christine Morris, Union ESD

Dr. Paul Stanton, Washington ESD
Mr. John Carruth, Vail USD

Ms. Ana Samaniego, Douglas USD
Mr. Daniel Erickson, Bowie USD
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Career & Technical Education Districts
Mr. Matt Weber, NAVIT

Mr. Joel Todd, CVIT

Mr. Bill Stiteler, MICTED

Mr. Tom Tyree, STEDY

Ms. Amy West, WAVE

County School Superintendents:
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Mr. Roy Sandoval, Gila County

Mr. Bryan Boling, Greenlee County
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Mr. Tom Hurt, Yuma County

Mr. Mike O’Neal, CAVIT
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Arizona Association of County School Superintendents(AACSS)

Executive Directors:
Mr. Howard Carlson, GPEMC/AZEMC
Dr. Paul Tighe, ASA

Mr. Wes Brownfield, ARSA
Mr. Brian Mee, AASBO

Mr. Kevin Imes, Arizona Career and Technical Education District Consortium



